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Margaret Jean Link 
(Mickey) was born to 
Joseph and Elizabeth Link 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on May 21, 1927.  Her 
family remained in 
Minneapolis for the early 
years of her life.  She moved 
with her mom, dad, brother 
(Joseph), and sister (Mary) 
to Siren, Wisconsin, where 
she grew up and graduated 
from High School. 
 
A good share of Mickey’s 
youth was spent in Siren, 
where she thoroughly 
enjoyed being a student, 
spending time with friends, 
and developing her love of 
animals. She especially 
developed a love for dogs 
and horses.  She absolutely 
loved horse back riding and 
always had many 
wonderful stories to tell. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In 1945 she married one of 
the local kids, her first 
husband Robert Walberg.   

 
 
 
 
In 1946 they welcomed 
their first child, Wayne, into 
their family and in 1948 
their second child, Susan, 
was born. 
 
The young “Walberg” family 
ventured off to St. Paul, 
Minnesota in the 1950’s, 
where they bought their 
first Minnesota home, on 
Stinson Street.  Both Mickey 
and Bob became interested 
in the training and 
development of dogs, which 
led them to buy some 
property out in the country 
in Mounds View, Minnesota 
in the mid 1950’s. 
 
Mickey entered an essay 
contest saying why she 
wanted to win a cocker 
spaniel puppy.  She won the 
contest and Sham-o-Jet 
Kennel was born in the 

1950’s.  For the next several 
decades with continued 
hard work, and diligence 
the kennel expanded into a 
boarding facility and 
grooming shop, which 
supported her endeavors to 
breed a beautiful line of 
cocker spaniels.   Her 
expertise and knowledge 
abounded and she did  
develop an extremely 
beautiful, well known line 
of buff cocker spaniels.   
Many of the dogs she bred 
went on to become AKC 
Champions and the sires of 
many more champions.   
She continued to work for 
many years to fine tune her 
breeding line, always 
looking for that ‘perfect 
specimen’.  With her 
knowledge and success 
continuing to grow through 
the years, Mickey became 
an AKC Licensed 
Professional  

 
 
 
 
Handler and then an AKC 
Licensed Judge.  She was  
extremely respected and 
admired throughout the 
dog community and became 

Mickey with  
CH Harlanhaven High Spirit 

Mickey’s beloved dog, 
CH Sham-O-Jet’s Bucky 

Beaver 

Sylvia, Mickey, & Shelle 
in Las Vegas, 2010. 
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a mentor to many people 
throughout the country.  
Krist i Ahlquist and Patti 
Darke can especially attest 
to her fine mentoring skills, 
not only in the dog business 
but in the business of life.  
Kristi has been Mickeys 
adopted daughter since her 
teenage years and even 
though Patti was an adult 
when she came into 
Mickey’s life, she was 
adopted as well. 
 
God gave Mickey the 
beautiful ability to always 
be such a strong presence  

 
 
 
in all our lives without ever 
interfering.  She was always 
there for us no matter what 
the circumstance, without 
condemnation, or ridicule, 
but always with love and 
support. 
 
In the 60’s Bob and Mickey 
decided to take different 
paths.   In 1968 Mickey 
married Franklin Veno, a 
long time friend.   In 1969 
Mickey and Frank became 
1st time grandparents with 

 
 
 
 
the birth of their grandson, 
Timothy Fossum, born to 
Susan and Mike. Later in 
1969 their first 
granddaughter Kelly was 
born to Wayne and Marion 
Walberg.  In 1970 Mickey 
and Frank welcomed their 
third  grandchild Scott 
 

 
 
 
 

Fossum.  Michelle their 
fourth  grandchild was born 
in 1971.  The youngest 
grandchild Amy was born 
later in the 1970’s. 
 
Mickey was a wonderful 
grandmother to her all her 
grandchildren, always 
giving them all her love and 
support.   
 
Somewhere along the line 
Mickey found she loved the 
sport of golf.  As often as 
she could get away she’d 
slip out early in the 
morning for a round of golf  

 
 
 
 
at the local club.  Never one 
to sit around and do 
nothing, in the 1970’s and 
1980’s Mickey also came to 
enjoy auctions.  With Frank 
being a licensed Auctioneer, 
they worked for a local 
Auction House and 
thoroughly enjoyed being 
part of that business as 
well.  They worked a couple 
of evenings a week, just 
because they liked the 
atmosphere and the people.     

Frank, Shelle, & Mickey. 

Mickey in 2010 in her 
home in Boulder City, NV 

CH KrisMyth Sunday 
Silence in 1997 

Mickey with club 
members in 2010. 
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In the early 1980’s Frank 
and Mickey bought a lake 
home on Dead Lake in 
Minnesota and spent most 
of their weekends fishing 
and relaxing.  You could 
oftentimes catch Grandma  
sitting down on the dock 
fishing rod in hand.  In the 
mid 1980’s they decided to 
settle in Nevada for the 
winters and live at the lake 
during the summers.  
Mickey’s competitive 
nature soon took over so  

 
 
 
 
 
she decided BINGO would 
fill that void in her life 
which she pursued with 
gusto.  
 
In the early 1990’s they 
decided it was getting a 
little much traveli ng back 
and forth twice a year and 
they decided to sell the lake 
home in Minnesota and 
move to Boulder City, 
Nevada  permanently.    
 
They lived at Lake Mead RV 
Village, and truly loved it 

 
 
 
 
and the many close 
friendships they formed.   
 
Never one to sit around and 
do nothing Mickey decided  
she would like to become  
involved in the Cocker 
Spaniel Club of Las Vegas, 
and remained an active 
member.  Many, many close  
bonds of friendship were 
formed there as well.  

 
 
 
In 1995 great grand- 
children started to come 
into the picture with 
Nicholas Fossum being the 
first grandchild born.  To  
follow is Ryan Fossum, 
Tanner Fossum, Alex 
Jameson, and Shawn 
Jameson.  The first 

 
 
 
 
 
granddaughter born was  
Emma Merriman, and most 
recently Paige Walberg.  

 
 
 
 
 
Mom, Grandma, and Great 
Grandma Mickey, mentor, 
friend, and grand lady 
passed away at Susan and 
Mike’s home in Remer, 
Minnesota at 11:45 am 
Monday, September 12, 
2011.   God has another 
special angel with him and 
we have beautiful 
memories to treasure until 
we meet again.   
 
WE LOVE YOU MICKEY! 
 

Mickey showing 
CH KrisMyth Fancy 

Pants in 1981 

CH KrisMyth Shot in the 
Dark (Trigger) in 1989. 

Mickey & Kristi Ahlquist 
showing in 1981. 

Mickey with CH Xanadu 
Eternity’s Wirthmore To 
Me (Amee at 3 months) 

CH KrisMyth Never on 
Sunday in 1992. 


